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Integration of migrant children at schools in Spain 

• The European Commission (2019, p. 9) highlights the process of 
migrant integration in Europe as a problem. 

• Authors such as Bajaj et al. (2017) and DeNicolo et al. (2017) note that 
it is urgent more investigation to detect the needs of newcomer 
students.

• This contribution aims to explore educational proposals for better 
integration of migrant children at schools in Spain.



Equal opportunities for academic and employment success 

To promote equal opportunities for academic and employment success, we 
have four objectives: 

1. To make significant educational proposals.

2. To specify practices that respond.

3. To highlight the difficulties in satisfying.

4. To point out possibilities for improving. 



”School plays an important role in social integration for every student” 
(Harju-Autti & Sinkkonen, 2020, p. 65)

Interviews to experts and stakeholders



Methodology, methods and research instruments 
• Qualitative research design. We adopted an inclusive research perspective (Nind, 

2014).

• Semi-structured interviews with a selected sample of stakeholders (professionals, 
authorities and experts from concerned ministries, state agencies, teachers' unions, 
migrants’ associations, NGOs, and researchers).

• The interviews covered 5 topics: 1) general information; 2) integration policies 
assessment; 3) migrant children’s needs; 4) knowledge of integration; 5) other issues. 

•  Chain sampling technique, to obtain a richer sample.

• The data analysis was a thematization. Themes were related with 4 objectives of the 
research.



Results

Migrant children’s needs:

• Balancing languages 

• Recognition and belonging into 
their communities (for them and for 
their families)

Practices to respond to their needs: 

• Local and national programs to 
learn the host country language 
but also practice the mother 
tongue

• Initiatives and proposals that seek 
to reinforce, consolidate or 
strengthen ties with community

• Mentoring programs and 
programs to foster migrant 
children’s access to first jobs



Results

Difficulties to respond to these needs:

• Professionals do not have enough knowledge about these issues.

• Low family involvement in schools. 

• Difficulties in national regularization and regrouping families in processes 
of migration. 

• There is little well-grounded research about the topic.



Recommendations 

1) More flexibility towards migrant 
children’s integration into schools.

2) To propose practices that involve as 
much as possible the community and 
close entities.

3) More long-term studies and more 
collaborations between large- and 
small- scale institutions and 
administrations. 

4) Educational proposals aimed at furthering 
the integration of migrant students: 
welcoming atmosphere, effective leadership, 
holistic programming, evaluation programs, 
child-centered learning, rethink the 
curriculum, learning the host country's 
language by migrant students, to promote 
teacher training in multi-diversity or 
intercultural competence, the sense of 
belonging and identity.



Ahad, A., & Benton, M. (2018). Mainstreaming 2.0: How Europe's Education Systems Can Boost Migrant Inclusion. Migration Policy Institute Europe. https://bit.ly/2SoGSwU 

Bajaj, M., Argenal, A., & Canlas, M. (2017). Socio-Politically Relevant Pedagogy for Immigrant and Refugee Youth. Equity & Excellence in Education, 50(3), 
258-274. https://doi.org/10.1080/10665684.2017.1336499

DeNicolo C. P., Yu, M., Crowley, C. B., & Gabel, S. L. (2017). Reimagining Critical Care and Problematizing Sense of School Belonging as a Response to Inequality for Immigrants and Children of Immigrants. 
Review of Research in Education, 41(1), 500–530. https://doi.org/10.3102/0091732X17690498

Donoso, A., Ortega, K. & Pino-Castillo, P. (2020). Understanding the Meaning of Multicultural Collaboration in a Public-School EFL Class. International Journal of Multicultural Education, 22(1), 
1-15. https://doi.org/10.18251/ijme.v22i1.1929

European Commission (2019). Integrating Students from Migrant Backgrounds into Schools in Europe: National Policies and Measures. Eurydice Report. Publications Office of the European 
Union. https://doi.org/10.2797/819077

Evans, M., & Liu, Y. (2018). The Unfamiliar and the Indeterminate: Language, Identity and Social Integration in the School Experience of Newly-Arrived Migrant Children in England. Journal of Language, 
Identity & Education, 17, 152-167. https://doi.org/10.1080/15348458.2018.1433043 

Harju-Autti, R., & Sinkkonen, H. M. (2020). Supporting Finnish Language Learners in Basic Education: Teachers' Views. International Journal of Multicultural Education, 22(1), 
53-75. https://doi.org/10.18251/ijme.v22i1.2077 

Harte, E., Herrera, F., & Stepanek, M. (2016). Education of EU migrant children in EU Member States. RAND Europe. https://bit.ly/2ulgo7F 

Huddleston, T., & Wolffhardt, A. (2016). Back to School: Responding to the needs of newcomer refugee youth. Migration Policy Group. https://bit.ly/39noT0v 

Koelher, C. (2017). Continuity of Learning for Newly Arrived Refugee Children in Europe. NESET II ad hoc question No. 1/2017. NESET II. https://bit.ly/2vdWGKY 
Nind, M. (2014). What in Inclusive Research? Bloomsbury Publishing.

References

https://bit.ly/2SoGSwU
https://doi.org/10.1080/10665684.2017.1336499
https://doi.org/10.3102/0091732X17690498
https://doi.org/10.18251/ijme.v22i1.1929
https://doi.org/10.2797/819077
https://doi.org/10.1080/15348458.2018.1433043
https://doi.org/10.18251/ijme.v22i1.2077
https://bit.ly/2ulgo7F
https://bit.ly/39noT0v
https://bit.ly/2vdWGKY


Thank you for your attention!


